2009 PGA MEDIA GUIDE PGA Championship Player Records - Match Play (1916 through 1957)

Number  Yearsin Highest Round Matches Holes Wins in
Name of Wins  Match Play Played In Played Wins  Losses Win % Played Round 1 Semifinals Finals
Tommy Armour 1 9 Finals 25 17 8 68% 773 6 2 2
Laurie Ayton 0 6 2nd Round 9 3 6 33% 272 3 0 0
Errie Ball 0 9 2nd Round 11 2 9 18% 199 2 0 0
Jerry Barber 0 4 Quarterfinals 9 5 4 56% 189 2 0 0
Jim Bames 2 9 Finals 31 24 7 1% 962 8 4 4
Herman Barron 0 11 Quarterfinals 21 10 11 48% 511 7 0 0
Charles Bassler 0 6 Semifinals 15 9 6 60% 321 4 1 0
Harry Bassler 0 5 3rd Round 12 7 5 58% 254 5 0 0
Joe Belfore 0 5 1st Round 5 0 5 00% 80 0 0 0
Arthur Bell 0 4 Semifinals 13 9 4 69% 331 4 1 0
Sam Bemardi 0 5 2nd Round 8 3 5 38% 145 3 0 0
Al Besselink 0 2 2nd Round 4 2 2 50% 70 2 0 0
Tommy Bolt 0 5 Semifinals 17 12 5 71% 376 4 2 0
Jackson Bradley 0 10 3rd Round 19 9 10 47% 371 6 0 0
M.J. Brady 0 4 2nd Round 7 3 4 43% 237 3 0 0
Mike Brady 0 2 2nd Round 4 2 2 50% 92 2 0 0
Al Brosch 0 7 Quarterfinals 17 9 8 53% 341 6 0 0
Jim Browning 0 4 3rd Round 12 7 5 58% 235 5 0 0
Johnny Bulla 0 4 Quarterfinals 12 8 4 67% 253 4 0 0
Billy Burke 0 8 Semifinals 17 9 8 53% 424 5 1 0
Eddie Burke 0 8 3rd Round 12 4 8 33% 264 3 0 0
Jack Burke 1 2 2nd Round 3 1 2 33% 101 1 0 0
Jack Burke Jr. 0 7 Finals 21 15 6 71% 483 5 1 1
Walter Burkemo 1 7 Finals 33 27 6 82% 838 6 4 3
Sam Byrd 0 6 Finals 11 5 6 45% 311 2 1 1
Frank Champ 0 6 Quarterfinals 10 4 6 40% 200 2 0 0
Brien Charter 0 2 3rd Round 6 4 2 67% 118 2 0 0
George Christ 0 4 Quarterfinals 7 3 4 43% 217 2 0 0
Henry Ciuci 0 4 Quarterfinals 7 3 4 43% 231 2 0 0
Jimmy Clark 0 2 Quarterfinals 5 3 2 60% 118 1 0 0
Al Collins 0 1 Quarterfinals 3 2 1 67% 106 1 0 0
Bruce Coltart 0 6 3rd Round 10 4 6 40% 226 2 0 0
Frank Commisso 0 5 1st Round 5 0 5 00% 82 0 0 0
Charles Congdon 0 2 Semifinals 8 6 2 75% 225 2 1 0
Harry Cooper 0 14 Semifinals 29 15 14 52% 838 9 1 0
Pete Cooper 0 6 3rd Round 9 3 6 33% 160 2 0 0
Wiffy Cox 0 5 1st Round 5 0 5 00% 146 0 0 0
Tom Creavy 1 3 Finals 12 10 2 83% 409 3 2 1
Bob Crowley 0 3 Quarterfinals 7 4 3 57% 234 3 0 0
Bobby Cruickshank 0 11 Semifinals 27 16 11 59% 782 8 2 0
Perry Del Vecchio 0 2 Quarterfinals 4 2 2 50% 124 1 0 0
Jimmy Demaret 0 13 Semifinals 35 22 13 63% 856 8 4 0
Mike DeMassey 0 4 2nd Round 5 1 4 20% 99 1 0 0
Ray Derr 0 3 Semifinals 9 6 3 67% 308 3 1 0
Roberto De Vicenzo 0 2 Quarterfinals 7 5 2 71% 159 2 0 0
Leo Diegel 2 13 Finals 30 19 11 63% 902 7 3 3
Clarence Doser 0 14 Semifinals 26 12 14 46% 575 7 1 0
Dave Douglas 0 7 Quarterfinals 17 10 7 59% 378 5 0 0
Pat Doyle 0 5 Quarterfinals 8 3 5 38% 272 2 0 0
Ed Dudley 0 16 Semifinals 41 25 16 61% 1114 14 1 0
Mortie Dutra 0 9 Semifinals 17 8 9 47% 475 5 1 0
Olin Dutra 1 4 Finals 10 7 3 70% 296 3 1 1
J. D. Edgar 0 2 Finals 8 6 2 75% 222 2 1 1
Abe Espinosa 0 6 Quarterfinals 12 6 6 50% 355 4 0 0
Al Espinosa 0 11 Finals 27 16 11 59% 851 8 2 1
Max Evans 0 4 2nd Round 5 1 4 20% 91 1 0 0
Don Fairfield 0 3 Quarterfinals 6 3 3 50% 144 1 0 0
Johnny Farrell 0 16 Finals 39 23 16 59% 1201 10 3 1
George Fazio 0 10 Quarterfinals 18 8 10 44% 335 6 0 0
Jim Ferrier 1 8 Finals 25 18 7 72% 563 8 2 1
Mike Fetchick 0 2 3rd Round 4 2 2 50% 67 1 0 0
Dow Finsterwald 1 1 Finals 7 6 1 86% 175 1 1 1
Jack Fleck 0 4 3rd Round 9 5 4 56% 162 3 0 0
Doug Ford 1 3 Finals 13 11 2 85% 274 3 1 1
Jim Foulis 0 9 Quarterfinals 18 9 9 50% 429 5 0 0
Emmett French 0 6 Finals 19 13 6 68% 555 5 2 1
Ed Furgol 0 7 Semifinals 17 10 7 59% 359 4 1 0
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Number Years in Highest Round Matches Holes Wins in
Name of Wins  Match Play Played In Played Wins Losses Win % Played Round 1 Semifinals Finals
Marty Furgol 0 9 3rd Round 18 9 9 50% 337 7 0 0
Ray Gafford 0 4 Quarterfinals 8 4 4 50% 171 2 0 0
Bob Gajda 0 3 3rd Round 6 3 3 50% 95 2 0 0
Francis Gallett 0 6 Quarterfinals 11 5 6 45% 298 3 0 0
Vic Ghezzi 1 21 Finals 47 27 20 57% 1104 14 2 1
Leland Gibson 0 6 Quarterfinals 13 7 6 54% 297 4 0 0
Willie Goggin 0 10 Finals 20 10 10 50% 523 5 1 1
John Golden 0 13 Semifinals 32 19 13 59% 974 9 3 0
Jack Grout 0 3 3rd Round 7 4 3 57% 172 3 0 0
Ralph Guldahl 0 5 Semifinals 14 9 5 64% 292 5 1 0
Fred Haas Jr. 0 6 Quarterfinals 14 8 6 57% 291 5 0 0
Clarence Hackney 0 7 Quarterfinals 12 5 7 42% 342 3 0 0
Walter Hagen 5 15 Finals 50 40 10 75% 1580 10 8 6
Bob Hamilton 1 9 Finals 20 12 8 60% 490 5 2 1
Harry Hampton 0 6 Semifinals 14 8 6 57% 422 4 1 0
Chick Harbert 1 11 Finals 34 24 10 71% 841 8 3 3
Claude Harmon 0 13 Semifinals 40 26 14 65% 912 10 3 0
Tom Harmon Jr. 0 6 2nd Round 9 3 6 33% 241 3 0 0
Chandler Harper 1 9 Finals 19 11 8 58% 407 5 1 1
Dutch Harrison 0 11 Semifinals 20 9 11 45% 440 4 1 0
Fred Hawkins 0 3 Quarterfinals 10 7 3 70% 213 2 0 0
Clayton Heafner 0 4 Quarterfinals 8 4 4 50% 174 2 0 0
Jay Hebert 0 3 Quarterfinals 11 7 4 64% 219 3 0 0
Lionel Hebert 1 3 Finals 13 11 2 85% 272 3 1 1
Ray Hill 0 6 Quarterfinals 11 5 6 45% 216 3 0 0
Jimmy Hines 0 15 Semifinals 37 22 15 59% 916 10 2 0
Ben Hogan 2 7 Finals 27 22 5 81% 700 6 2 2
Tony Holguin 0 4 3rd Round 7 3 4 43% 122 2 0 0
Al Houghton 0 2 Quarterfinals 4 2 2 50% 125 1 0 0
Willie Hunter 0 2 2nd Round 3 1 2 33% 85 1 0 0
Jock Hutchison 1 7 Finals 23 17 6 74% 718 6 2 2
Ralph Hutchison 0 2 Quarterfinals 4 2 2 50% 110 1 0 0
Jack Isaacs 0 7 Semifinals 17 10 7 59% 356 6 1 0
Terl Johnson 0 4 Quarterfinals 10 6 4 60% 220 3 0 0
William Johnston 0 2 Semifinals 8 6 2 75% 163 2 1 0
Herman Keiser 0 9 3rd Round 12 3 9 25% 190 2 0 0
Tom Kerrigan 0 5 Quarterfinals 13 8 5 62% 367 4 0 0
Eddie Kirk 0 1 Quarterfinals 4 3 1 75% 99 1 0 0
Joe Kirkwood 0 6 Semifinals 13 7 6 54% 442 3 1 0
Willie Klein 0 7 2nd Round 9 3 6 33% 242 3 0 0
Emerick Kocsis 0 1 Quarterfinals 4 3 1 75% 96 1 0 0
Mike Krak 0 3 3rd Round 7 4 3 57% 115 2 0 0
Ted Kroll 0 8 Finals 26 18 8 69% 582 6 2 1
Gene Kunes 0 7 Semifinals 13 7 6 54% 330 4 1 0
Charles Lacey 0 3 Semifinals 6 3 3 50% 183 1 1 0
Ky Laffoon 0 11 Semifinals 30 19 11 63% 735 11 1 0
Lawson Little 0 5 2nd Round 7 2 5 29% 120 2 0 0
Gene Littler 0 1 2nd Round 2 1 1 50% 36 1 0 0
Bobby Locke 0 1 1st Round 1 0 1 00% 18 0 0 0
Emil Loeffler 0 2 Quarterfinals 5 3 2 60% 136 1 0 0
Toby Lyons 0 5 4th Round 9 4 5 44% 157 2 0 0
Bob MacDonald 0 4 Semifinals 11 7 4 64% 379 4 1 0
Willie MacFarlane 0 7 Semifinals 17 10 7 59% 528 6 1 0
Tony Manero 0 10 Semifinals 25 15 10 60% 632 8 1 0
Lloyd Mangrum 0 9 Semifinals 28 19 9 68% 678 8 2 0
Ray Mangrum 0 6 3rd Round 12 6 6 50% 219 5 0 0
Elroy Marti 0 5 3rd Round 8 3 5 38% 147 2 0 0
Milon Marusic 0 7 3rd Round 10 5 5 50% 165 3 0 0
Dick Mayer 0 2 Quarterfinals 9 7 2 78% 166 2 0 0
Shelley Mayfield 0 4 Semifinals 14 10 4 71% 312 4 1 0
George McLean 0 6 Semifinals 19 13 6 68% 558 5 3 0
Fred McLeod 0 5 Finals 14 9 5 64% 455 3 1 1
Tom McNamara 0 3 2nd Round 4 1 3 25% 107 1 0 0
Harold McSpaden 0 11 Finals 33 21 12 64% 882 8 3 1
Bill Mehlhorn 0 12 Finals 23 11 12 48% 735 5 2 1
Dick Metz 0 12 Semifinals 28 16 12 57% 661 9 1 0
Cary Middlecoff 0 4 Finals 17 13 4 76% 440 4 2 1
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Name

Eric Monti
Frank Moore
Rod Munday
Reggie Myles
Larry Nabholtz
Bill Nary

Byron Nelson
Harry Nettlebladt
Augie Nordone
J. J. O'Brien
Pat O'Hara
Peter O’'Hara
Bud Oakley
Willie Ogg

Ed Oliver
Johnny Palmer
Sam Parks Jr.
Guy Paulsen
Toney Penna
Henry Picard
Henry Ransom
Wilfred Reid
Johnny Revolta
Skee Riegel
Chas. Rowe
Paul Runyan
Harold Sampson
Gene Sarazen

Eddie Schultz
Charles Sheppard
Denny Shute

Al Smith

Horton Smith
Sam Snead
Ralph Stonehouse
Jimmy Thomson
Felice Torza

Bob Toski

Eddie Towns

Jim Tumesa

Joe Turnesa

Mike Turnesa
Wally Ulrich
Ellsworth Vines
Cyril Walker

Art Wall

Frank Walsh

Al Watrous

James West
Henry Williams Jr.
Craig Wood

Lew Worsham

Al Zimmerman
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Most Finals

6 by Walter Hagen (winner, 1921, *24,
’25,°26, ’27; runner-up, 1923)

5 by Sam Snead (winner 1942, °49 and
’51; runner-up, 1938 and ’40)

5 by Byron Nelson (winner, 1940 and
’45; runner-up, 1939, ’41 and *44)

4 by Jim Barnes (winner, 1916 and *19;
runner-up, 1921 and ’24)

4 by Gene Sarazen (winner, 1922, *23
and ’33; runner-up, 1930)

3 by Denny Shute (runner-up, 1931; winner, 1936 and *37)

3 by Leo Diegel (runner-up, 1926; winner, 1928 and ’29)

3 by Chick Harbert (runner-up, 1947 and ’51; winner, 1954)

3 by Walter Burkemo (runner-up, 1951 and ’54; winner, 1953)

Most Times in Semifinals

8 by Walter Hagen (1916, "21, ’23, ’24, *25,°26, ’27 and *29)
7 by Gene Sarazen (1922, ’23, °28, *30, ’31, ’33 and ’41)

6 by Byron Nelson ( 1939, ’40, 41, ’42, ’44 and ’45)

5 by Sam Snead (1938, °40, *42, °49 and ’51)

4 by Denny Shute (1931, *34, ’36 and *37)

4 by Jim Barnes (1916, "19, °21 and ’24)

4 by Jimmy Demaret (1942, 46, 48 and *50)

4 by Walter Burkemo (1951, ’53, ’54 and ’57)

Most Consecutive Times in Finals
5 by Walter Hagen
(runner-up, 1923; winner, 1924, *25, °26 and "27)*
3 by Byron Nelson
(runner-up, 1939; winner, 1940; runner-up 1941)
*Hagen made it into finals in 1921, but did not play in the
1922 PGA Championship.

Most Years Qualified for Match Play

28 by Gene Sarazen 18 by Denny Shute
21 by Vic Ghezzi 17 by Horton Smith
20 by Al Watrous 17 by Sam Snead
Most Matches Played

82 by Gene Sarazen 50 by Walter Hagen
64 by Sam Snead 47 by Vic Ghezzi
51 by Denny Shute 45 by Byron Nelson

Most Holes Played in Match Play
2,221 by Gene Sarazen
1,580 by Walter Hagen
1,546 by Sam Snead
1,374 by Denny Shute
1,305 by Byron Nelson

Most Matches Won
57 by Gene Sarazen

50 by Sam Snead

40 by Walter Hagen

37 by Byron Nelson

35 by Denny Shute

Highest Winning Percentage
(Minimum of 15 Matches)

82% by Byron Nelson 37 wins-8 losses
82% by Walter Burkemo 27 wins-6 losses
81% by Ben Hogan 22 wins-5 losses
80% by Walter Hagen 40 wins-10 losses
78% by Sam Snead 50 wins-14 losses
77% by Jim Barnes 24 wins-7 losses

PGA Championship Match-Play Records (1916 through 1957)

Most Consecutive Matches Won

22 by Walter Hagen—(five in 1924, five in 1925, five in 1926,
five in 1927, two in 1928); streak was broken in the
quarterfinals of 1928 with Leo Diegel’s 2 and 1 win

14 by Denny Shute—(six in 1936, six in 1937, two in 1938);
streak was broken in the 3rd round of 1938 with Jimmy
Hines’ 2 and 1 win

13 by Gene Sarazen—(six in 1922, six in 1923, one in 1924);
streak was broken in the 2nd round of 1924 with Larry
Nabholtz’s 2 and 1 win

11 by Jim Barnes—(five in 1916, five in 1919, one in 1920);
streak was broken in the 2nd round of 1920 with
Clarence Hackney’s 5 and 4 win

11 by Walter Burkemo—(six in 1953, five in 1954); streak was
broken in the finals of 1954 with Chick Harbert’s 4 and 3
win

11 by Leo Diegel—(five in 1928, five in 1929, one in 1930);
streak was broken in the 2nd round of 1930 with Harold
Sampson’s 1-up (38) win

11 by Byron Nelson—(six in 1940, five in 1941); streak was
broken in the finals of 1941 with Vic Ghezzi’s 1-up (38)
win

10 by Walter Hagen—(five in 1921, five in 1923); streak was
broken in finals of 1923 with Gene Sarazen’s 1-up (38)
win*

*Note Hagen did not play in the 1922 PGA Championship

Most Wins in First Round
22 by Gene Sarazen

16 by Sam Snead

14 by Ed Dudley

14 by Vic Ghezzi

13 by Denny Shute

Most Holes Played in One Championship

194 by Gene Sarazen in 1923:
1st round 29, 2nd round 26,
3rd round 34, Quarterfinals 36,
Semifinals 31, Finals 38

188 by Walter Hagen in 1923:
1st round 33, 2nd round 27,
3rd round 34, Quarterfinals 32,
Semifinals 25, Finals 38

182 by Harold McSpaden in 1937:
Ist round 16, 2nd round 20,
3rd round 34, Quarterfinals 39,
Semifinals 36, Finals 37

Champions Taking the Fewest Holes to Win
154 by Leo Diegel in 1928: 1st round 28, 2nd round
32, Quarterfinals 35, Semifinals 28, Finals 31
154 by Leo Diegel in 1929: 1st round 27, 2nd round 27,
Quarterfinals 34, Semifinals 34, Finals 32
155 by Ben Hogan in 1946: 1st round 17, 2nd round 15, 3rd
round 32, Quarterfinals 32, Semifinals 27, Finals 32
157 by Gene Sarazen in 1933: 1st round 29, 2nd round
33, Quarterfinals 31, Semifinals 32, Finals 32

Biggest Winning Margin of Victory, 12 and 11
Jim Barnes beat George Denback in the 1st round, 1923
Jim Barnes beat John Cowan in the 2nd round, 1923
Willie Ogg beat Carl Anderson in the 2nd round, 1923
Walter Hagen beat George McLean in the semifinals, 1923
Mortie Dutra beat Albert Alcroft in the 1st round, 1927
Johnny Revolta beat Alex Gerlak in the 1st round, 1933
Ky Laffoon beat Vic Bass in the 1st round, 1942

Biggest Winning Margin of Victory, 12 and 10
Ky Laffoon beat George Smith in 1st round, 1934
Doug Ford beat Wally Ulrich in the 3rd round, 1955
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Biggest Winning Margin of Victory in a Final
Paul Runyan beat Sam Snead, 8 and 7 in 1938

Ben Hogan beat Mike Turnesa, 7 and 6 in 1948

Sam Snead beat Walter Burkemo, 7 and 6 in 1951

Playoffs in the Finals

1923-Gene Sarazen beat Walter Hagen on the 38th hole
1934—Paul Runyan beat Craig Wood on the 38th hole
1937-Denny Shute beat Harold McSpaden on the 37th hole
1939—Henry Picard beat Byron Nelson on the 37th hole
1941-Vic Ghezzi beat Bryon Nelson on the 38th hole

Most Playoffs
7 by Claude Harmon 2 wins — 5 losses
7 by Harold McSpaden 4 wins — 3 losses

7 by Sam Snead 3 wins — 4 losses
6 by Chick Harbert 4 wins — 2 losses
6 by Byron Nelson 3 wins — 3 losses
6 by Al Watrous 2 wins — 4 losses

Most Wins in Playoffs

5 by Gene Sarazen in five playoffs

4 by Harold McSpaden in seven playoffs
4 by Chick Harbert in six playoffs

4 by Jim Turnesa in five playoffs

4 by Walter Burkemo in four playoffs
4 by Jim Ferrier in four playoffs

4 by Ky Laffoon in four playoffs

3

Most Extra-Hole Matches Played in One Year

3 by Harold McSpaden in 1937-beat Bunny Torpey in the 2nd
round (20 holes), beat Henry Picard in quarterfinals (39
holes), lost to Denny Shute in the finals (37 holes)

3 by Walter Burkemo in 1951-beat Tody Lyons in the 1st
round (20 holes), beat Chick Harbert in the 2nd round
(19 holes), beat Ellsworth Vines in the semifinals (37
holes)

3 by Dave Douglas in 1953-beat Lew Worsham in the 1st
round (20 holes), beat Sam Snead in the 2nd round (19
holes), beat Jackson Bradley in the 3rd round (37 holes)

PGA Championship Match-Play Records (1916 through 1957)

Longest Matches (36 Holes)

43 holes — John Golden beat Walter Hagen in the 1st round
in 1932

42 holes — Claude Harmon beat Sam Snead in the quarterfinals
in 1948

41 holes — Bobby Cruickshank beat Al Watrous in the 1st
round in 1932

Longest Matches (18 Holes)
26 holes — Chick Harbert beat
Eddie Burke in the 2nd
round in 1948
24 holes — Ted Kroll beat
Max Evans in the 2nd
round in 1954

Lowest Qualifying Score
134 by Jim Ferrier in 1946

134 by Stewart Alexander in 1948
134 by Johnny Palmer in 1953

Highest Qualifying Score by a Champion

154 by Denny Shute in 1936, 155 made it into match play
151 by Walter Hagen in 1925, 157 made it into match play
151 by Leo Diegel in 1928, 60 made it into match play

151 by Byron Nelson in 1940, 53 made it into match play

149 by Denny Shute in 1937; Shute was exempt from
qualifying, and 63 made it into match play

Medalist Going on to Win the PGA Championship
140 by Walter Hagen in 1926

141 by Walter Hagen in 1927 (shared low medalist honors)
140 by Olin Dutra in 1932

138 by Byron Nelson in 1945 (shared low medalist honors)
135 by Doug Ford in 1955



