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QUICK QUOTES WITH:

RON VLOSICH

MIKE GOODES

GARY HALLBERG

JAY DON BLAKE

Ron Vlosich 


Q.  What were some of the highlights of your round today?


RON VLOSICH:  Just getting finished.  I started off poorly, bogeyed the first three holes and was really struggling, so I played even par the last 15, so I was happy that I was able to hang in there on a day like today. 


Q.  How special is this place in term of playing in your home state?


RON VLOSICH:  It's very special to play it in a Senior PGA Championship in your home state.  The support from all the section guys and my family that's out watching and stuff, it's huge.  I wish I would have played a little better today, but it's really nice to be at home. 


Q.  Overall great feeling?


RON VLOSICH:  Oh, great.  Golf course is fantastic and everybody's done a great job.  I am really enjoying the experience.


Q.  Talk about the wind. 


RON VLOSICH:  The wind is substantial.  It's 20 miles, 25 miles.  Maybe gusting a little higher.  It's a factor, especially when you're trying to putt.  It's pretty hard to stay stable and stuff.  So it's definitely a factor.  But it's getting a little dry out there this afternoon.

Mike Goodes 


Q.  What was working for you out there today?


MIKE GOODES:  Drove it really good.  Actually my irons were good too.  I didn't make many putts, but I just played really solid the whole day.  Didn't miss too many fairways or too many greens.  I don't think I missed any fairways.  I did miss one.  I missed the third hole. 


I just played solid.  Probably think it could have been better, always do, but didn't putt very well.  But I did make a couple anyway. 


Q.  What were some of the highlights of your round?


MIKE GOODES:  The low light was the first hole.  I 3‑putted from about 20 feet.  So that didn't get me off to a good start.  But the third hole I knocked it over the green and chipped it in.  Got it back to even.


Then I just kind of hit fairways and greens and fairways and greens and fairways and greens and finally made a putt on 13 for birdie to get to 1‑under.


I birdied 15, the par‑5 to get to 2‑under.


Then I bogeyed 17.  Knocked it over the green and didn't get up‑and‑down. 


But I had a lot of birdie putts, not a whole lot of chances for bogey, a few, but pretty, just pretty steady. 


Q.  How do you feel your performance today sets you up for the rest of the tournament?


MIKE GOODES:  Obviously it's afternoon and it's tough to play in the wind.  I knew anything near par was good today, good this afternoon.  So I just tried to play ‑‑ yeah, I think it's good.  We play in the morning, we'll see how the conditions are in the morning.  Hopefully they're calm like they were this morning.  Hopefully we'll get two or three hours of some calm weather before the wind kicks up tomorrow.  And if it doesn't, we'll play in the wind.  But, yeah, I'm in good shape. 


Q.  What impact did the wind specifically have on your round today?


MIKE GOODES:  It's hard to putt in it.  You start rocking back and forth sometimes when a gust hits you.  A lot of, I think they slowed the greens up a little bit in anticipation of it being real windy, they didn't want the balls just rolling off.  It took me a while to get used to having to hit the putts harder because the practice rounds they were pretty fast and so they were a little different speed I thought today anyway. 


But the wind it's just hard, you got to hit the ball really solid in the wind.  And you can control it if you do.  And that's what I was fortunate enough to do today.

Gary Hallberg 


Q.  What does it mean to not only be playing this tournament in your home state, but also to post a 71 on day one?


GARY HALLBERG:  It's wonderful to be home.  Sleep in your own bed, playing on a golf course that I know fairly well.  Yeah, it's great.  We travel quite a bit and we're in hotels and so it's been great to be here this week.  A lot of support.  My buddy, my son's buddy, he was out there cheering and that was great. 


71 was a solid round in the afternoon.  Especially after double bogeying the first and double bogeying the fourth hole.  Starting out like that, now you got the whole windy afternoon ahead of you.  To come back like that, that was very, very rewarding and I feel great about that to shoot that score after that start.


Q.  Do you hit it more you see this course, does the wind typically have much of a factor here as it was today?


GARY HALLBERG:  The winds are higher than they normally are.  Colorado, we all know in the afternoon the wind blows, maybe 20, 25.  But 30, 35, you know, that's a lot. 


And the direction was a little bit different too.  I've never seen it on this course.  Normally it's a little bit more southeast, it was kind of south, southwest.  So it was a challenge.  I don't know what the scoring was, but I'm sure it was very high. 


Q.  What was the best club in your bag today?


GARY HALLBERG:  I think my driver.  I hit two bad drives that cost me four shots, I should say, two swings, four shots.  But after that I just drove it just great.  I drove it on the par‑4, I hit a 3‑wood on 8 there.


And then I went for it on 14 and drove it on there.  So that was great.  That saved me some shots.  So my driver.


Q.  How do you feel this round sets you up for the rest of the tournament?


GARY HALLBERG:  Well I got the morning now tomorrow.  So that's, I think that's probably four shots easier in the morning than the afternoon, so it should be good.

Jay Don Blake 


Q.  What were some of the highlights of round one today?


JAY DON BLAKE:  The wind.  That was the highlight all day.  I struggled early, hit a couple wild iron shots.  I made some pretty good up‑and‑downs early in the round and that kind of kept some momentum going to kind of keep myself in the game.  And then I made a couple birdies to go along with the bogey on the front and turned at 1‑under and made a birdie on the back.  Just played solid golf.  Just tried to keep it in play.  And there wasn't nothing spectacular. 


And it was kind of disappointing on the last hole making bogey.  I hit two good shots in there and it is way over the green.


Q.  Other than the wind what challenges are you facing out there on the course?


JAY DON BLAKE:  Pretty much just the wind is the whole thing because you get on the greens and the wind's wiggling you around, the ball feels like it's going to roll all the time, and you got all the undulation you're working with, and it's just a challenge.  And then trying to figure out, you're uphill shooting shots, downwind, into the wind, I mean it's so hard to pick the clubs.


Q.  Has the altitude affected you a bit?


JAY DON BLAKE:  It has.  It's hard, it's confusing because we got 30 mile an hour winds into us, but then we're downhill 30, 50 feet and just you are almost guessing sometimes.  It's been tough with the wind.  That's probably the hardest part is just the wind right now.  Nobody knows the course that well, we haven't played a whole lot of rounds because it blew so hard Monday you couldn't play, yesterday afternoon it blew so hard you couldn't play, so nobody's had a whole lot of practice out here and it's the local guys, you know, except them, and the wind's just been brutal.  And that's it.  You just have to fight it. 
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