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Q.
What were your general thoughts on the course today?


JAY HAAS:  I thought it was very playable, even though the wind's picking up in spots.  I think they slowed the greens down a little bit so the balls aren't getting away from us on the greens so much.  And the scores are showing that.  With low scores being 6‑under and 5‑under and 4‑under. 


So it was somewhat difficult today, if you hit good shots you were rewarded though.  I'm disappointed with 1‑over par.  I played pretty well today.  Didn't make a lot of putts.  Hit a couple wayward drives, but overall it could be worse.  It's a tough golf course.


Q.  How did this championship compare to your many others you've played in?


JAY HAAS:  Well, this is a, it's a championship golf course, it has that feel to it.  The guys who set the course up in a very challenging way, as a Major should be.  But we, but some of the guys are up to the challenge today for sure.  But it has that Major feel to it.  There's a good crowd out here today.  Hopefully by the weekend there will be even more.  So I hope the leaders don't get too far away from me.


Q.  What are you going to try to work on before tomorrow?


JAY HAAS:  I need to be lagging the putts before.  I think anybody that wins a tournament or finishes high in a tournament putts well.  So I need to work on doing that.  And I did drive the ball okay, except for a couple drives.  It's kind of hard to work on your game out here with so much wind.  But I'm learning the golf course, I think that's important.  Each day we learn a little bit more out here.  So hopefully I can stay steady tee to green and just make a few more putts.

Michael Allen 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


MICHAEL ALLEN:  I was expecting more wind than there was out there.  I hit some shots pretty good, but I came up short of the hole.  I kind of struggled.  I made two birdies in the last four holes and I hung in there.  So.


Q.  (Inaudible.)


MICHAEL ALLEN:  I was out here on Media Day, that was obviously a month ago, but having the Champions Dinner and there's some interviews and I'm getting to know my way around here a little bit.  It's been very nice so far.


Q.  What do you go work on today to get ready for tomorrow?


MICHAEL ALLEN:  I have to go chip and putt just a little bit and make sure I can do that a little bit better.  The wind is still going to blow.  It's a long walk.  So you got to take care of yourself and rest up. 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


MICHAEL ALLEN:  It was.  It wasn't easy.  It wasn't as hard as I thought it was going to be.  They set the course up well of the but there's a lot of good shots out there.  But, plus just generally the altitude.  That's the biggest thing.  That's the hardest thing I have seen so far. 

Ben Crenshaw


Q.  Talk about your round today. 


BEN CRENSHAW:  The wind did switch a little and so we haven't seen this wind before.  It wasn't so much a head wind or anything.  4, 5, and 12 it was blowing the same direction.  And they were a little bit more across today and you felt like you could play them. 


I thought they did a pretty good job in setting it up.  But it's good to see some good scoring and that's what we want.  These greens are beautiful.  They're really good.  The fairways to me are a little soft, very soft.  And I would like to see a lot more firmness to the ground, but I don't know if we're going to get that.  But it played okay. 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


BEN CRENSHAW:  I don't know.  That grass, it's a baby Kentucky bluegrass, it's very hearty.  You can ‑‑ it will be fine. 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


BEN CRENSHAW:  Great.  Well played.  He played a really good round and got some balls in there pin high and the greens are beautiful.  Like I said, these greens, he used some good judgment.  I know he hit the ball, he had to have hit the ball pin high or just short, and that's what really helps here.  You can't go past too many holes here.  But it's very hard to judge in the wind and the altitude.  It's dry.  The ball's going a pretty good ways today. 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


BEN CRENSHAW:  I did.  I did.  I hit a few good shots, but I hit some, I'm a little bit ‑‑ I hit some not solid approach shots, just off the greens.  But I did a good job of getting it up‑and‑down.  But you're going to have to do that on days like this.


Q.  (Inaudible.)


BEN CRENSHAW:  Unbelievable.  When the wind blows like this, there's a few putts that I don't particularly like.  We didn't build the course that way.  You want to have latitude, this should be a running, bouncing course.  That's why we built it the way we did.  But it's constricted in areas and it's, gosh, there was, you know, there was a few patch that's are really, really thick.  Really thick.  I was afraid if I took a swing at it I was afraid I might hurt myself.  So I opted for a long third.  But, you know. 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


BEN CRENSHAW:  Well, I have a lot on my mind.  I'm looking at a lot of different things and I got some very nice reactions and a lot of them feel like they can play it even in a breeze.  I hope it doesn't get anymore than this.  I know it's forecasted not good tomorrow and I'm worried about that.  You don't want to, if you get any more wind and the greens get fast, then the ball is going to blow around and then you're worried about the disruption of play.  So I'm worried, I'm worried with the weather.  But they put a good amount of water on the greens too and they dried out pretty good today.  They're beautiful.  They really are. 


Q.  Because you are the designer and your playing here it's really tough on concentration, is it really that much more difficult for you this week than maybe any other Major you've ever played?


BEN CRENSHAW:  I never have done it before.  Yeah, you know you're going to be under scrutiny and you know that not everybody's going to like the course.  So that's the reality.  I just hope they enjoyed playing it and I hope it's interesting.  So, but it is, it's very difficult for me. 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


BEN CRENSHAW:  Not so much, I think maybe, you know, obviously we have had tough practice conditions.  Some people are seeing it for the very first time too.  The more they play it, the more they know it.  They know what to do and what not to do.  Familiarization of the course helps.


Q.  Did you have any wow moments like, wow, this is better than I thought?


BEN CRENSHAW:  Well, no, I had my favorite holes, I have a lot of favorites here.  The second hole is really a neat little par‑3.  It takes a precise shot.  It might be one of the best holes on the course.  It's only 155 yards, and that, but there's a lot of different types of holes.  We have lots of mix of par‑4s and par‑3s and very good par‑5s too.  So I don't know, some people like some holes rather than other ones, but I don't know.  Let's hope the weather cooperates. 


Q.  As you walk around do you see things that maybe you would change now that you didn't originally envision?


BEN CRENSHAW:  Just a couple of things.  I think that the 8th green, it's a short par‑4 up the hill, I'm not sure we left enough green on the very top, because it's a very, very tough pin position on the very top left.  And I want to look at this this week and see.  I'll talk to my partner Bill and I think we'll have to expand it a little bit and we would like to do that.


Q.  How soon would you do that?


BEN CRENSHAW:  Well we would have to talk to the club.  But it was something that, it was in our minds and it was a tough green to build because it's a short par‑4, but there's just not quite enough room up there. 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


BEN CRENSHAW:  Yes, it is.  The players are this adept in the things that they can do, the way that they feel like they can play a golf course, I mean they're looking at everything.  They're looking at everything under the microscope.  But no question, I've known these guys forever and I know what they like and dislike, I think, sometimes.  But it is a different piece of property.  It's a very undulating piece of property.  The ball is always moving, it seems like.  We had to be real careful on the routing. 


Hopefully, we took a path that is the least resistance in walking.  If we would have gone the other direction on say across, it would have been more of a climb.  So that's very much in the mind too of everybody.


Q.  Are you more comfortable in these shoes or in your mud boots?


BEN CRENSHAW:  Well that's a good question.  It's been fun playing and practicing this week and seeing what it will do under really harsh conditions.  And then playing it in competition too.  That's fascinating to me.  I mean I've never done it.  But I sure enjoyed building it.


Q.  (Inaudible.)


BEN CRENSHAW:  I did. 


Q.  Does it play the way you designed it to play?


BEN CRENSHAW:  Yeah, it's still windy. 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


BEN CRENSHAW:  Hopefully they will, you know, hopefully they will do well.  They have had their moments.  But there's a lot of really, really fine memories.  They have put a lot of money into this clubhouse. 

Dan Forsman 


Q.  Just your thoughts on the opening round today and the conditions. 


DAN FORSMAN:  Well anything under par after my practice rounds I felt would be a great score.  And then with the wind we have had all week, it's not letting up, so that's making anything under par even that much better of a score. 


So 2‑under today opening round in good position, I feel very good about the score. 

Paul Daniels

Q.
How is your first PGA TOUR event going? 


P. DANIELS:  Actually I played in the Senior Open two years ago. 


Q.  Great.  How is it going today?


PAUL DANIELS:  It was challenging, the wind was blowing pretty hard, but this golf course plays very fair.  It could have been a couple better, probably, but overall I'm pretty pleased.  I still have a chance to make the cut if I play good tomorrow.


Q.  What was the best club in the bag today?


PAUL DANIELS:  Actually I hit a couple of really good 6‑irons, so that was probably the best club I hit during the course of the round.

Tom Watson  


Q.  (Inaudible.)


TOM WATSON:  Well, it was a real factor today.  They dried the greens out and it will be a lot tougher scoring this afternoon than this morning when the greens were softer.  I played okay.  I can't complain.  I made a few mistakes with the putter, but other than that I played okay.  And I could have shot a little bit better score today, but it's a tough golf course in this wind and without knowing it a lot you kind of play a little bit safer. 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


TOM WATSON:  Well, I asked him about the golf course, yeah.  I asked him about how he built it and what type of grasses he used and different things.  And he, it was definitely not something that would help me score or anything.  But just talking about the grasses and everything else around the course.


Q.  (Inaudible.)


TOM WATSON:  Well I think it's a very good golf course.  I'm very impressed with the design of the golf course.  It's very good. 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


TOM WATSON:  Darn right it was a good score.  6‑under par in this wind?  Darn right it's a good score. 


Q.  Do you think that will be the low round of the day?


TOM WATSON:  You tell me about 7 o'clock today.  You're probably right.  Probably right.  It's a fine round of golf. 


Q.  Conditions remain the same tomorrow how much more difficult will it be going on?


TOM WATSON:  Well I said the greens are drying out a little bit in the afternoon.  It's going to be a little tougher scoring this afternoon.  Not a question.  You have to land the ball well short of the hole and know the golf course. 


We're all still learning the golf course.  But they have had this wind now for the two, this is the third day we have had this wind, so we know it with this wind.  If the wind changes to the north then we'll see. 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


TOM WATSON:  No, Ben played well. 


Q.  Did it help him having built it, do you think?


TOM WATSON:  Well, a few shots I think it was pretty apparent what you had to do, but he played a lot of good shots today. 

Tommy Armour, III 


Q.  This being your first senior PGA how do you think it went?


TOMMY ARMOUR, III:  Did you look at my score?  I shot 5‑over or 6‑over. 


Q.  What do you think was the biggest obstacle out there?


TOMMY ARMOUR, III:  I shot 6‑over, you know, somebody shot 5‑under or something, so obviously it wasn't the wind.  I mean, I didn't play good. 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


TOMMY ARMOUR, III:  It's a nice place to play golf. 


Q.  Adjustments for tomorrow?


TOMMY ARMOUR, III:  Play better. 


Q.  What were your general thoughts on the course today?


TOMMY ARMOUR, III:  I thought it was very playable, even though the wind is picking up in spots.  I think they slowed the greens down a little bit so it's not, the ball's not getting away from us on the greens so much.  And the scores are showing that.  With low score being 6‑under.

Lindy Miller


Q.  What were some of the highlights of your round today?


LINDY MILLER:  Really it was kind of a consistent round.  I was real fortunate and hit a lot of greens.  I didn't hit it real close all the time, but when I did hit the greens I was able to 2‑putt.  And then when I did hit it close I made I guess three birdies, three birdies and two bogeys.  So it was just a really kind of consistent tee to green and I got in with a pretty good score.


Q.  Do you have to make any adjustments to altitude playing up here?


LINDY MILLER:  Oh, absolutely.  Absolutely.  It's a little bit different here because you got altitude first or maybe not even first, but you got elevation change and then you got the altitude and then you got the wind.  So you've got to make a lot of determinations on how much the ball's going to be affected especially with the wind and the elevation change and the altitude all in one. 


Q.  How do you feel your round today sets you up going forward the rest of the week?


LINDY MILLER:  I feel good.  I feel comfortable with it.  I hit it pretty good.  But you just got to come out here and play this golf course.  It's a difficult golf course and you got to play it good.  You can't have any let downs.  And we'll just see what happens.  Because I feel good about getting in with 71 getting started. 

Brad Bryant


Q.  So overall how do you feel about your round today?


BRAD BRYANT:  Well, right now I'm pretty disappointed because I bogeyed the last hole.  But overall I think it was a good round.  I played well. 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


BRAD BRYANT:  Well there weren't very many highlights.  I just hit the ball really good, I didn't make a bogey until the last hole and then that bogey was a 3‑putt.  So I think that just really good steady golf I played today.  I hit most of the greens.  In this wind that will really be good. 


Q.  How do you think this round sets you up for the rest of the week?


BRAD BRYANT:  I don't know, it's a long way for us old guys.  We're used to playing three rounds, so really it's like that Sunday round, everybody's tired and everybody's been here for all week and this is a long week for us old guys. 


Q.  What effect did the wind have on you today?


BRAD BRYANT:  Well, the wind is, managing the wind is the tough thing out there right now.  Especially on the greens.  The greens are so exposed to the wind that it's difficult to get still and you have three or four foot putts that the wind blows the ball around way too much. 

Mark Wiebe 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


MARK WIEBE:  I played nice.  My hook cost me today.  A good round for me today would have been even and had I not hooked it, I never hook the ball, so had I not hooked it I probably would have shot around even.  I would have been tickled with that. 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


MARK WIEBE:  It's a low one.  And that's, yeah, it's not ‑‑ but it's not just my back, because it's on that nerve, my right calf is like, has a headache.  The left side of my right calf. 


So it's just kind of ‑‑ and then this morning to make things worse I'm hitting balls and I pop a rib out underneath my left shoulder blade.  So I ran, I can't run that fast, but I went to the trailer and went in and said, guys, I can't take a deep breath, it's behind my shoulder blade.  So they popped me back in.  So I'm going, oh, this is great.  This is really great. 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


MARK WIEBE:  Oh, yeah, I don't like being hurt at all.  But especially here.  I mean, I played this course probably more than anybody.  And yeah, I haven't played ‑‑ I played pretty good, I haven't hit it very good this year, so I was kind of ready to play very nice.  And I've gone through enough of an emotional roller coaster for sure.  Because I wasn't going to play.  I couldn't play.  And the shot allowed me to at least come out and play. 


Q.  You got a shot Monday?


MARK WIEBE:  Yeah.  I had one Thursday of last week so, a week ago today.  But that didn't work. 


Q.  If this tournament hadn't been in Colorado would you have played it?


MARK WIEBE:  I would have never played.  I wouldn't have gone through all this just to go somewhere else.  I'm only doing this because it's home.  But honestly, my swing, I didn't hit it very good, but it didn't hurt a whole bunch today.  The right calf is the aching one.  That's the problem for me.  I can't take enough medicine, I guess. 


Q.  How does it feel to play in your home state?


MARK WIEBE:  It's huge or else I wouldn't have done it.  I got two injections in my back and you can feel those needles going there and it's not a fun procedure, I can tell you that.  But I kept thinking that the outcome was maybe I could play.  So I was, I love playing at home.  It never gets old.


Q.  How nice is it for the Colorado players to play out here?


MARK WIEBE:  Well I think it would be nice, it would be really nice for our guys to show up.  But it's like any other tournament.  I know this is a Major and I know it's Colorado, but I'm probably going to play in 26 events this year and this is one of the 26.  And it's a huge tournament for me, but I can't ‑‑ I actually had, as much as I was hurting, I had fun, I was so excited to play.  It was okay.  It was nice to walk and to be able to walk because I've been hurt really bad. 


Q.  (Inaudible.)


MARK WIEBE:  Oh, good for him, that's cool.  Oh, I didn't know that either.  I don't know anything.  I don't ever see Loeffler.  I never see him.  So I'm happy for him.  I'm stoked for him.  That's great.  I wanted to finish my round because in case I wake up tomorrow and I can't go, I wanted to at least finish today.  So.


Q.  What do you do?


MARK WIEBE:  I take a Celebrex every day and I got all the junk in me from the injection, so it makes you a little jittery, I think.  I told Clark on the last hole, my caddie, I was off the green and I was just taking a rescue for a little chip and run shot, which I hit up to a gimmie.  But as I'm over there my right leg is just quivering.  And it's because of the thing's on the right side and I stop and I go, oh my, this is not good.  I had gone 17 and a half holes, can I at least finish, please.  And I actually hit a great shot and made my putt.  But you know your body's a weird thing and I'm just happy I got to finish at least one round. 


Q.  The guys from Colorado playing around today remind you what a great golf state this is the fans have always supported golf and you can tell that they wanted to support this?


MARK WIEBE:  Well this is a start, isn't it.  This would be, I think the Champions Tour would love to have a home here and love to have a tournament here in Denver once a year.  I think we should promote that.  And I think we're stand on a pretty good spot.  So we'll see what happens.  But I think that this is a great golf course.  I'm a huge Ben Crenshaw fan.  Huge.  And this is a great golf course and I think that, like my tournament some guys bitch and some guys don't bitch.  But all in all I think you are going to hear a lot of great comments.
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