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QUICK QUOTES FROM:

GARY SOWINSKI

JIM WOODWARD

STEVE VERIATO

DAVID THORE

JAY DON BLAKE

SCOTT SPENCE

FRED GIBSON

Gary Sowinski


Q.  Can you take us through that eagle you made on 7. 


GARY SOWINSKI:  That was the only highlight of my day.  I got to think.  Oh, yeah, I hit it basically at the same place I've tried to hit it every day here.  And it just had, I don't know, we hit it right where we knew we needed to, to the right, and it took the hill. 


And I was very fortunate.  Kirk had a putt on a similar line and I thought the putt was going to break to the right and I watched him hit it and it never broke.  So I took it straight in and it stayed straight and went in and I said, shazam, there it goes. 


Q.  Have you changed your club selection due to the altitude?


GARY SOWINSKI:  We did all the calculations and then took off 10 percent for the elevation change and then that would give us what we refer to as the playing yardage and then we would hit that club. 


So it was kind of weird, we would have an actual yardage and then a playing yardage.  Like just say 200 was the actual, playing 180 and then we would hit a club for the 180. 


Q.  What was the most useful club in your bag today?


GARY SOWINSKI:  My driver.  I hit it good all week and just never scored very well, but I probably hit almost every fairway.  I think I missed maybe one fairway in the two days. 


Q.  Can you just give us a general overall experience of this competition compared to your previous ones?


GARY SOWINSKI:  Well, I've always enjoyed playing in these kinds of events.  This one's great.  The golf course is brutally hard.  The greens are brutal.  And then when we played, we drew yesterday afternoon, we drew playing through all the wind. 


So it's a very, very hard golf course in the wind, but just like so many golf courses, they're so great and so much fun to play, you kind of block that out and just have a great time and enjoy your time here.

Jim Woodward. 


Q.  Just overall your comments on your two days here. 


JIM WOODWWARD:  Oh, I'm happy with the way I played today, but I gave away way too many shots yesterday.  I finished triple, bogey, bogey and shot 80.  So I'm hoping the wind blows about 40 this afternoon that might give me a chance. 


Q.  Overall what has this experience been like for you?


JIM WOODWWARD:  If you ever get tired of playing Majors, there's something wrong with you.  It's always a challenge, it's always hard, but it's always fun.  I enjoy it.


Q.  What were some of the highlights of your round today?


JIM WOODWWARD:  Highlights of the round today is I made a birdie on 16 instead of a triple.  Enough said.

Steve Veriato


Q.  Just overall, obviously not the score, but the experience of your two days here.  Do you have any comments about that?


STEVE VERIATO:  Well, I guess I just wish everything was done and complete and it would have been a lot nicer.  But this is probably my last one.  I played quite a few of these.  I'm age 64, so it's time to play something else or some events at home. 


But the facility is nice, I hope it gets better, I think the Solheim Cup or something is coming on here.  I think they will have a lot of fun.

David Thore 


Q.  Overall just any comments on your experience here at the Senior PGA Championship?


DAVID THORE:  Yeah, the golf course was very difficult.  Which I expected it to be for a Major Championship.  And I was told it was fairly hilly, but there's a lot more hills here than I thought.  I should probably have done some more leg training, I think. 


But overall the golf course is very good and I thought they set it up very fair.  It's been real windy, and like I couldn't reach some of the par‑4s in the practice rounds, but I thought the golf course was set up real well.  And like I said, I played with Jay Don who just shot 5‑under on that front nine, so it's out there if you're playing well. 


Q.  What are some of the highlights of your week here?


DAVID THORE:  Just seeing a lot of guys that I played the TOUR with ‑‑ 25 years ago I played the TOUR in the early '80s ‑‑ and then I see them on TV all the time, but it's nice to talk to them, catch up a little bit on the families and things like that.  So that's been the biggest highlight, I guess.

Jay Don Blake


Q.  How did round two go today?


JAY DON BLAKE:  It was pretty good.  I hit it pretty decent all day again.  I just putted horrible the first nine holes, which is our back nine.  I missed some short putts, couldn't capitalize.  Hit some good shots that I thought were going to be good, but had bad results.  That kind of deal.  And just got a little frustrated out there. 


And finally I got on the front nine over here and I hit some good shots, made some good putts, and just got some momentum and started feeling pretty confident with what was going on and played well. 


I shot 2‑over on the front and 5‑under on ‑‑ well actually 2‑over on the back nine and 5‑under the front nine and then come in at 3‑under. 


And I hit it good, like I did yesterday, I felt pretty comfortable, so the wind kind of was gusting harder on our first nine holes and then it calmed down, so.


Q.  Did you notice a difference playing between morning and the afternoon?


JAY DON BLAKE:  Well I can see where in the morning you could probably put a pretty good score because the greens are more receptive.  Iron shots in there that were kind of stopping.  Yesterday we hit sand wedges in there and the ball skips 30 feet and it's just goes way past, you can't really ‑‑ you kind of got your hands tied, you can't hit shots into the greens.


Q.  And at 4‑under how do you feel heading into the weekend?


JAY DON BLAKE:  I feel good.  I'm sure I'll, depending upon the wind, if it stays like this, those guys will get to 10‑under par probably. 


So, but yeah, I felt pretty comfortable.  I'm hitting it well.  Just if I would have done something good on my first nine holes today, I would have had a good score today, but I still played well. 

Scott Spence

Q.
What do you think you struggled most with during the tournament?


SCOTT SPENCE:  Scoring.  The wind.  Everything was really right there right in front of you, so I didn't have an issue with that.  But we're not used to playing these events.  You get a little tight and you got to get off to a good start and I did not. 


I ended with a double, started with a double, started with a double yesterday, there's six shots there.  I finished, what, 15 over for two rounds.  I'm not used to playing that kind of golf. 


So there's nothing to blame, it's just, I'm just not used to being in this arena as often as I would like.


Q.  How was your experience being in Colorado, being in this competition?


SCOTT SPENCE:  It's like old home.  I used to work in Vail, Colorado for two summers.  And my wife's never seen Colorado and we're going to hopefully enjoy it tomorrow and Sunday. 


Q.  What was the highlight of your tournament?


SCOTT SPENCE:  Just seeing old friends and having my family here.  The whole family came up from Phoenix and they were here, and also my financial advisor.  He didn't do too much financial advising though.

Fred Gibson


Q.  How was your experience here at Colorado Golf Club?


FRED GIBSON:  For my age it was very difficult.  My throat's still sore and I'm having trouble breathing up these hills, but I made it.  I didn't play very well, so it's not the conditioning of the course, it's just me playing bad. 


Q.  Was the altitude a big affect for you?


FRED GIBSON:  Yeah.  I was here early, just to try to get used to it, because I've been at altitude before and I know how it works.  And I tried to get here and do the right things, but it still, just at 63 years old, I don't think I can handle this much atmosphere. 
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